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1. SUMMARY: WHILE HE DOES NOT PREIUDGE RESULTS OF FORTH- 
COMING CONVERSATION HERE WITH COSTA RICAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
AND DESCRIBES PRESIDENT CARAZO'S INITIATIVE AS "PRAISEWORTHY," 
PRESIDENT LUCAS HAS SERIOUS RESERVATIONS ABOUT COSTA RICA'S 
ACCEPTABILITY TO SOMOZA AS MEDIATOR. HE IS ALSO CONCERNED 
TO FIND SOME APPROACH WHICH WOULD NOT WOUND SOMOZA'S 
SENSIBILITIES AND HENCE BE SELF-DEFEATING. HE SPECULATES 
THAT SALVADOR, HONDURAS, OR GUATEMALA WOULD HAVE BETTER 
CHANCE OF SUCCESS AS MEDIATOR, AND APPEARS TO SEE DISAD- 
VANTAGES IN ANY COSTA RICAN INVOLVEMENT. END SUMMARY. 


2. 1 CALLED ON PRESIDENT LUCAS AT 3 PM TODAY (SEPT 6) 

AND CARRIED OUT DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS IN REFTEL. LUCAS 
DESCRIBED THE COSTA RICAN INITIATIVE AS PRAISEWORTHY BUT 
EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE CHANCES OF A SUCCESSFUL 
MEDIATION FROM THAT SOURCE. HE REASONED THAT COSTA RICA 
WAS ALREADY SUSPECT IN SOMOZA'S EYES BECAUSE OF ITS 
ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE SANDINISTAS. AT ONE POINT HE NOTED 
THAT "COMANDANTE CERO" WAS HIMSELF A "COSTA RICAN," AND 
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CALLED THE PRESENCE OF A SOVIET EMBASSY IN SAN lOSE 
ANOTHER PREJUDICIAL FACTOR FOR SOMOZA. (I SENSED AN IMPLICATION 
THAT LUCAS ALSO BLAMED COSTA RICA'S TOLERANCE OF A SOVIET 
PRESENCE AS AT LEAST A FACTOR IN THE NICARAGUAN IMBROGLIO.) 

3. LUCAS EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT A SALVADORAN, HONDURAN 
OR GUATEMALAN MEDIATION EEFORT WOULD HAVE BETTER PROSPECTS, 
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ALTHOUGH HE SAID HE FELT UNCOMFORTABLE WITH ANYTHING 
SMACKING OF INTERVENTION IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF A 
NEIGHBOR AND WAS NOT ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE IDEA OF A 
COMMON CENTRAL AMERICAN MEDIATION. CONSENSUS WOULD BE 
DIFEICULT, AND THERE WAS THE PROBABILITY THAT A GIVEN COUNTRY 
WOULD BE SADDLED WITH RESPONSIBILITY EOR ’ COLLECTIVE" 
DECISIONS NOT ENTIRELY ACCEPTABLE TO IT. IN ANY EVENT, 

UNLESS A WAY WERE FOUND TO AVOID WOUNDING SOMOZA'S 
FEELINGS, A MEDIATION EFEORT WOULD BE DOOMED. SOMOZA 
SHOULD "INVITE " MEDIATION; IT COULD NOT BE IMPOSED ON HIM 
AND BE EXPECTED TO WORK. 

4. HE ALSO EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM THAT THE GUARDIA NACIONAL 
WOULD FOLLOW SUIT EVEN IF SOMOZA AGREED TO STEP DOWN. 

THE GN HAD A DEEP STAKE IN RETAINING THEIR AUTHORITY AND 
ALSO HAD THE EXAMPLE BEFORE THEM OE WHAT HAD HAPPENED 
TO BATISTA'S ARMY IN NOT DISSIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES. THE 
GN WOULD HOLD ON TENACIOUSLY. 

5. LUCAS SAID HE WAS "DEEPLY CONCERNED" ABOUT EVENTS IN 
NICARAGUA ANDNOTED THAT A MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM THAN 
CUBA WOULD BE PRESENTED FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN BY A 
COMMUNIST NICARAGUA. NEVERTHELESS, WHILE HE WOULD NOT 
PREJUDGE THE OUTCOME OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH COSTA 
RICAN FOREIGN MINISTER CALDERON, HE COULD NOT BE OPTIMISTIC 
ABOUT THE PROSPECTS OF A MEDIATION INVOLVING COSTA RICA. 
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HE VOLUNTEERED, FINALLY, THAT HE WOULD NOT BE AVERSE TO A 
MEETING OF CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS TO REVIEW THE 
SITUATION. 

6. COMMENT: I WOULD ONLY EMPHASIZE THAT, WHILE I 
BELIEVE PRESIDENT LUCAS WILL DISCUSS COSTA RICAN INITIATIVE 
IN GOOD FAITH, HE APPROACHES THIS ISSUE FROM A VERY CONSER- 
VATIVE PREMISE ABOUT WHAT CAN USEEULLY BE DONE, A 
DESIRE TO AVOID UNNECESSARY PITFALLS OF PREMATURE ACTION, 
AND A STRONG BIAS AGAINST A LEADING ROLE EOR COSTA RICA 

IN WHATEVER MAY BE DONE. 

7. DEPARTMENT REPEAT AS DESIRED. 
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